East Islip Public Library
381 East Main Street
East Islip, New York 11730-2896
(631) 581-9200
e-mail eipl@suffolk.lib.ny.us
www.eipl.org
Board of Trustees
William R. Carpluk
John E. Flynn
Victor C. Gremli, Jr., D.C.
Joseph J. Montuori, Jr.
Stanley Sadowski, Jr.
Guy Edwards, Library Director
Deborah Elwarari, Assistant Director
Head of Adult Services - Jo-Ann Carhart
Head of Young Adult - Kassia Worst
Head of Children’s Services - Andrea Kielbasa
Head of Technical Services - Deborah Russin
Head of Circulation - Pamela Fitzsimons
Hours
Monday-Thursday, 9 AM – 9 PM
Friday & Saturday, 9 AM – 5 PM
Sunday (September-May), 1 PM – 5 PM

Introduction
We hope you have noticed the difference. The librarians have made it our
priority to find ways to introduce new authors to you in a variety of ways; displays,
bookmarks, the Reader’s Blog, Book Bashes, the Good Reads web site, our Book Discussion Group and the SelectBooks service. Please take advantage of these services,
and let us know when you find a new author that you like. We can then pass along the
information.
This booklet is compiled by the staff from books they have read, or from
books that have received exceptional reviews. The librarians keep books in mind all
year as selections for this booklet. We hope you will find some new titles and authors
to add to your reading enjoyment.
Make the library’s web page (www.eipl.org) your default screen at home and
on your tablet. From our home page, you can download e-books, audio books, place
holds, read our Reader’ Blog, or just search for books. Be sure to visit the page and get
to know all of the reader’s services that are just one click away.
Please note that the staff has used cataloging in print, Novelist Plus and other
bibliographic resources for the annotations used in this booklet.
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Adult Graphic Novels
(Located at the beginning of the Science Fiction collection)
Darth Vader & Son by Jeffrey Brown
"What if Darth Vader took an active role in raising his son? What if 'Luke, I am your father' was
just a stern admonishment from an annoyed dad? In this hilarious and sweet comic reimagining,
Darth Vader is a dad like any other-- except with all the baggage of being the Dark Lord of the Sith.
Celebrated artist Jeffrey Brown's delightful illustrations give classic Star Wars moments a fresh
twist, presenting the trials and joys of parenting through the lens of a galaxy far, far away.
GN BROWN
Marbles: Mania, Depression, Michelangelo, and Me : A Graphic Memoir by Ellen Forney.
Darkly funny and intensely personal, Forney’s memoir provides a visceral glimpse into the effects
of a mood disorder on an artist’s work, as she shares her own story through bold black-and-white
images and evocative prose. Searching to make sense of the popular concept of the crazy artist, she
finds inspiration from the lives and work of other artists and writers who suffered from mood disorders, including Vincent van Gogh, Georgia O’Keeffe, William Styron, and Sylvia Plath. She also
researches the clinical aspects of bipolar disorder, including the strengths and limitations of various
treatments and medications, and what studies tell us about the conundrum of attempting to “cure”
an otherwise brilliant mind. GN 741.5973 FOR
Walking Dead: Days Gone Bye Volume 1 by Robert Kirkman
Police officer Rick Grimes is shot on the job and wakes up a month later to find that the world that
he knows is gone. Zombies have taken over and are killing and eating those who are still alive. He
sets out toward Atlanta in the hope that his family is still alive and endures many horrors along the
way. GN KIRKM
Batman 2: City of Owls by Scott Snyder
Having survived his initial battle with the Court of Owls, Batman and his allies must face these
relentless enemies again in order to stop their conquest of Gotham City, even as they send out their
deadly Talons to destroy him.(also available Batman 1: Court of Owls) GN SNYDE
Young Adult Graphic Novels
(located in the Teen Bistro)
Blue Bloods: The Graphic Novel by Robert Venditti
The long-awaited graphic novel adaptation of de la Cruz's first Blue Bloods book does not disappoint. Urusov's illustrations capture the drama and melodrama of the series with a full-color palette
that changes with and complements each scene. The story begins with a flashback to a handwritten
1620 diary, chronicling the arrival of vampires with Myles Standish and the early Mayflower colonists. It quickly segues to a contemporary club scene in New York City. Readers meet 15-year-old
Schuyler and her classmates from an elite prep school, as well as Bliss, newly arrived from Texas.
The girls begin to experience unusual symptoms, including blue veins that form intricate patterns
just below the surface of the skin. Schuyler discovers that she and her glamorous young friends are
Blue Bloods, a form of fallen angels or vampires. She learns that something is hunting them, even
killing some of them, and she is determined to stop their annihilation.
YA COMIC BLUE
Curses! Foiled Again by Jane Yolen
Follows New York City high school fencer Aliera Carstair's continuing adventures as the defender
of the Seelie realm. YA COMIC CURSE
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Vortex by Cherry Adair
Searching for a sunken ship off the coast of Peru, treasure hunter Logan Cutter finds beautiful
gallery owner Daniela Rosada. She claims she was thrown overboard by ruthless pirates and
begs for his protection. With her knowledge of Peruvian artifacts, Dani offers to help Logan
translate an ancient map that will lead them to a shipwrecked treasure. The closer they get, the
deeper she falls for him, and secrets are revealed. Have they set a course for disaster? Cutter
Cay series, book 3.
The Way Back Home by Barbara Freethy
Ex-Marine Gabe Ryder has lost a lot in his life. His mother died when he was a toddler. His
father succumbed to alcoholism. And a week before their last day of service, a horrific firefight
takes the life of his best friend and brother-in-arms, Rob Hayden. Now Gabe must fulfill his
friend's dying wish by helping Rob's twin sister, Alicia.

Drama by Raina Telgemeier
Callie rides an emotional roller coaster while serving on the stage crew for a middle school production
of Moon over Mississippi as various relationships start and end, and others never quite get going.
YA COMIC DRAMA
Nothing Can Possibly Go Wrong by Prudence Shen
You wouldn't expect Nate and Charlie to be friends. Charlie's the laid-back captain of the basketball
team, and Nate is the neurotic, scheming president of the robotics club. But they are friends, however
unlikely-- until Nate declares war on the cheerleaders. At stake is funding that will either cover a robotics competition or new cheerleading uniforms-- but not both. It's only going to get worse: after
both parties are stripped of their funding on grounds of abominable misbehavior, Nate enrolls the
club's robot in a battlebot competition in a desperate bid for prize money. Bad sportsmanship? Sure.
Chainsaws? Why not. Tweens, teens, and all robot fans should enjoy this good-humored play on the
ongoing battle between jocks and geeks! YA COMIC NOTHI

The Anatomist's Wife: a Lady Darby Novel by Anna Lee Huber
Following the death of her husband, Lady Darby has taken refuge at her sister's estate, finding
solace in her passion for painting. Some in London society believe her to be as unnatural as her
husband, an anatomist who used her artistic talents to suit his own macabre purposes. Kiera
wants to put her past aside, but when a house guest is murdered, she must utilize her knowledge
of human anatomy to aid the insufferable Sebastian Gage with the inquiry.

Poseidon: Earth Shaker (Olympians # 5) by George O’Connor
In the fifth installment of the Olympians series of graphic novels, author/artist George O'Connor turns
the spotlight on that most mysterious and misunderstood of the Greek gods, Poseidon. Thrill to such
famous myths as Theseus and the Minotaur, Odysseus and Polyphemos, and the founding of Athens—and learn how the tempestuous Poseidon became the King of the Seas. (Olympians #1-4 also
available) YA COMIC OLYMP
Children’s Graphic Novels
(located in the Children’s Department)

A Lady Never Surrenders by Sabrina Jeffries
With two months left to find a husband and fulfill her grandmother's ultimatum Celia sets her
sights on three eligible bachelors. Becoming betrothed may be all she needs to do in order to
receive her inheritance. She isn’t taking any chances, so she hires the dark and dangerously
compelling Bow Street Runner Jackson Pinter to investigate the three men she has chosen. Hellions of Halstead Hall,book 5.

Benjamin Bear in “Bright Ideas” by Philippe Coudray
The cleanly articulated lines, stoic but cuddly critters, and simple coloring could have come from just
about any era—and, indeed, the artist has been working for decades in his native France—but feel
right at home in this one. Honing a well-rounded sense of humor may be just as important as any other aspect of childhood learning, and you'll find no finer choice for that than the ingenious exploits of
this very clever bear and his assorted crew of animal pals. J GRAPHIC COU

Surprising Lord Jack by Sally MacKenzie
Traveling alone to London, Frances Hadley, disguising herself as a man, has to share a room at
the inn with Jack Valentine, third son of the famous Duchess of Love, who is on the run from
his mother's matchmaking melodrama. Duchess of Love, book 2.

Fairy tale comics: Classic Tales Told by Extraordinary Cartoonists edited by Chris Duffy
Presents seventeen fairy tales, including classics such as "Puss in Boots" and "Little Red Riding
Hood" and more obscure tales such as "The Prince and the Tortoise." Every artist here knows how to
turn in an elegant, flowing story, and every tale is pitch-perfect for young readers and intimate readalouds. An ideal choice for a child's first comics experience and a new way to enjoy old favorites.
J GRAPHIC FAI

A Rogue by any Other Name by Sarah MacLean
A decade ago, the Marquees of Bourne was cast from society with nothing but his title. Now a
partner in London's most exclusive gaming hall, the cold, ruthless Bourne will do whatever it
takes to regain his inheritance -- including marrying perfect, proper Lady Penelope Marbury.
He vows to keep her shielded from his business, but she has other ideas in mind.
Perfect Fling by Carly Phillips
Assistant D.A. and quintessential good girl Erin Marsden finds her life deviating from its predictable course when she has a one-night stand with undercover cop Cole Sanders, who protects
her when she is targeted by a killer. Serendipity's Finest, book 2.
Forever and a Day by Jill Shalvis
Grace never thought she'd be starting her life over from scratch. Losing everything has landed
her in Lucky Harbor, working as a dog walker for overwhelmed ER doctor Josh Scott. But the
day the nanny fails to show up, Grace goes from caring for Josh's lovable mutt to caring for his
rambunctious son. Will the busy doctor see her for the wonderful woman she is? Lucky Harbor
novels, book 6.
Best Picks by Jo-Ann Carhart
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Extreme Babymouse by Jennifer Holm
Embarking on a fun-filled skiing vacation on Snowy Mountain, Babymouse longs for extreme-sports
glory but finds she cannot quite get off the bunny slope. Presented in the customary mix of thicklined drawings with pink highlights, easy-to-read dialogue in balloons and occasional interjections
from the outside, the tale positively shreds its way down the narrative slope for an awesome stick.
Extremely entertaining! (Babymouse #1-16 also available) J GRAPHIC HOL
Lunch Lady and the Video Game Villain vol. 9 by Jarret Krosoczka
Tech gadgets are disappearing left and right at school, and Lunch Lady must get to the bottom of it!
(Lunch Lady #1-8 also available) J GRAPHIC KRO
Big Nate: Game On by Lincoln Peirce
To sixth-grader Nate Wright, life is one big game. So when he suits up for any sport, he does it with
an unmistakable swagger. From fine-tuning his trash-talking skills on the basketball court to his cocky
'tude in the soccer goal, Nate can be a bigger challenge to his teammates than their opponents." (Big
Nate #1-5 also available) J GRAPHIC PEI
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Best Picks by Ann Gomez

If you enjoy books about Long Island or in which Long Island is a character, please visit our Local History Room to see the displays, check out the displays in front of our Reading Room and consider attending our bi-monthly Local
History Speaker’s Series. If you have any questions, just ask a librarian.

Quiet: The Power of Introverts in a World That Can't Stop Talking
Susan Cain
EI-Non-Fiction 155.232 CAI

The Underground Railroad on Long Island: Friends in Freedom
Kathleen G. Velsor
From the arrival of the Quakers in the seventeenth century to the enforcement of the Emancipation Proclamation, Long Island played an important role in the Underground Railroad's work to
guide slaves to freedom. In Old Westbury, the Post family established a major stop on the freedom trail with the help of an escaped Virginia slave. In Jericho, families helped escaping slaves
to freedom from the present-day Maine Maid Inn. Some of the safe houses are still standing.

At least one-third of the people we know are introverts. They are the ones who prefer
listening to speaking, reading to partying; who innovate and create but dislike selfpromotion; who favor working on their own over brainstorming in teams. Although
they are often labeled "quiet," it is to introverts that we owe many of the great contributions to society--from van Gogh’s sunflowers to the invention of the personal computer.

Slavery before Race: Europeans, Africans, and Indians on Long Island's Sylvester Manor
Plantation, 1651-1821 by Katherine Howlett Hayes
The study of slavery in the Americas generally assumes a basic racial hierarchy: Africans or
those of African descent are usually the slaves, and white people usually the slaveholders. In this
unique interdisciplinary work of historical archaeology, anthropologist Katherine Hayes draws on
years of fieldwork on Shelter Island’s Sylvester Manor to demonstrate how racial identity was
constructed and lived before plantation slavery was racialized by the legal codification of races.

Is Everyone Hanging Out With Me?
Mindy Kaling
EI Non-Fiction 818.602 KAL

Buried Memories: Katie Beers' Story / Katie Beers with Carolyn Gusoff
Katie Beers' story is a never-before-told true story of survival, memory and recovery. A profoundly neglected and abused child was kidnapped and locked in an underground box for 17
days. With strength and smarts, she slipped the chains of captivity and began a new life. Katie
Beers, now a married working mother, breaks her 20-year public silence to reveal the inspiring
story of her torment and recovery.

The Emmy-nominated writer and actress best known as Kelly Kapoor on The Office
shares her observations on a wide range of topics, from favorite male archetypes and
her hatred of dieting to her loving relationship with her mother and the haphazard creative process in the Office writers' room.
Mr. and Mrs. Madison's War: America's First Couple and the Second War of
Independence
Wade Davis
EI Non-Fiction 973.52 HOW
Here is the story of the War of 1812 not from the military perspective, but the personal
perspective of James Madison and his beloved wife, Dolley. Madison, our most meditative of presidents, yet the first one to declare war, watched as the British laid waste to
Washington City and, as he gazes at the terrible vista, he ponders the future, engaged in
a war he began over the unanimous objections of his political adversaries. At his side
was the extraordinary Dolley, who defined the role of first lady for all to follow, and
who would prove perhaps her husband's most indispensable ally in the days to come.
To some it was a conflict that resolved nothing, but to others, it was our second war of
independence, settling once and for all that America would never again submit to Britain.

60 Hikes within 60 Miles: New York City: including northern New Jersey, southwestern
Connecticut, and western Long Island / Christopher and Catherine Brooks
The trails awaiting hikers include a meandering ascent of Jenny Jump Mountain in Hope, New
Jersey, a deep exploration of Trout Brook Valley near Weston, and a scenic section of the Appalachian Trail that runs by Fitzgerald Falls in New York. Packed with valuable tips and humorous
observations, the guide prepares both novices and veterans for the outdoors and includes all the
information hikers need to get the most out of the trails. It includes driving directions and GPS
coordinates for all 60 trailheads.
Long Island: Historic Houses of the South Shore / Christopher M. Collora
Communities along the Great South Bay were home to hundreds of less publicized, yet equally
impressive, mansions and historic houses. These homes were once owned by prominent captains
of industry, popular entertainment figures, and movers and shakers of the day, such as the
Bourne, Cutting, Gardiner, Gulden, Gustivino, Guggenheim, Hollins, and Vanderbilt families.
Long Island: Historic Houses of the South Shore explores the South Shores famous resident personalities, including Schuyler Parsons, Fred Astaire, Anita Stewart, and Robert Pinkerton.
Jacob's Folly / Rebecca Miller
An eighteenth-century Jewish peddler is reincarnated as a fly in present-day Long Island, and
becomes involved in the lives of three residents.
Best Picks by Jo-Ann Carhart
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Howard Cosell: The Man, the Myth, and the Transformation of American Sports
by Mark Ribosky [B COSELL z RIB]
Howard Cosell was one of the most recognizable and controversial figures in American sports history. His colorful bombast, fearless reporting, and courageous stance on civil rights soon captured the
attention of listeners everywhere. No mere jock turned "pretty-boy" broadcaster, the Brooklyn-born
Cosell began as a lawyer before becoming a radio commentator. With more than forty interviews,
Mark Ribowsky presents Cosell's life as part of an American panorama, examining racism, antiSemitism, and alcoholism, among other sensitive themes. Cosell's endless complexities are brilliantly
explored in this haunting work that reveals as much about the explosive commercialization of sports
as it does about a much-neglected media giant.
The Passage of Power: The Years of Lyndon Johnson by Robert Caro [B JOHNSON z CAR]
In Robert Caro’s latest book on the life of Lyndon Johnson, we follow LBJ’s career from 1958 to
1964, as he makes the transition from being an incredibly powerful Senate Majority Leader, to becoming the virtually invisible vice president to John F. Kennedy, only to ascend to the presidency
after Kennedy was assassinated late in 1963. Although this book ends on a high note, with Johnson
successfully taking the reins of the presidency and passing Kennedy’s long-stalled Civil Rights Act,
this book ends before Vietnam completely derails his administration. Although this is book four in
Robert Caro’s multi-volume biography of Lyndon Johnson, it is not necessary to read the other books
before embarking on this one.
John F. Kennedy by Alan Brinkley
B KENNEDY z BRI]
In this edition of the American Presidents series, author Alan Brinkley offers an honest look at the
life and accomplishments of John F. Kennedy. Thankfully, Brinkley does not glamorize the late
president, nor does he delve deep into his scandalous private life, opting instead to focus on Kennedy’s painful childhood (although born into privilege, Kennedy was plagued by so many serious
health problems that most of his time was spent in hospitals), his rise to office, his evolution as a
politician, and his short presidency.
A Natural Woman: A Memoir by Carole King
[B KING]
Carole King takes us from her early beginnings in Brooklyn, to her remarkable success as one of the
world's most acclaimed songwriting and performing talents of all time. This book chronicles King's
extraordinary life, drawing readers into her musical world, including her phenomenally successful #1
album Tapestry, and into her journey as a performer, mother, wife and present-day activist. Deeply
personal, King's long-awaited memoir offers readers a front-row seat to the woman behind the legend.
Mercury: An Intimate Biography of Freddie Mercury by Lesley-Ann Jones [782.42166 JON]
Arguably one of the greatest frontmen of all time, Freddie Mercury helped Queen become the biggest
band in the world before tragically dying from AIDS-related complications in 1991. Now, more than
twenty years after his death, those closest to Mercury are finally opening up about this pivotal figure
in rock ’n’ roll. Based on more than a hundred interviews with key figures in his life, Mercury offers
the definitive account of one man’s legendary life in the spotlight and behind the scenes. Rock journalist Lesley-Ann Jones gained unprecedented access to Mercury’s tribe, and she details Queen’s
slow but steady rise to fame and Mercury’s descent into dangerous, pleasure-seeking excesses.

Behind the Beautiful Forevers: Life, Death, and Hope in a Mumbai Undercity
Katherine Boo
305.569 BOO
The dramatic and sometimes heartbreaking story of families striving toward a better life
in one of the twenty-first century's great, unequal cities. In this book, a bewildering age of
global change and inequality is made human. Annawadi is a makeshift settlement in the
shadow of luxury hotels near the Mumbai airport, and as India starts to prosper,
Annawadians are electric with hope. Abdul, a reflective and enterprising Muslim teenager, sees fortune in the recyclable garbage of richer people. Asha, a woman of formidable
wit and deep scars from a rural childhood, has identified an alternate route to the middle
class: political corruption. Even the poorest Annawadians, like Kalu, a fifteen-year-old
scrap-metal thief, believe themselves inching closer to good times. But then, as the tenderest individual hopes intersect with the greatest global truths, the true contours of a
competitive age are revealed
Woman Who Wasn't There : The True Story of an Incredible Deception
Robin Gaby Fisher
974.71044 FIS
This is a page-turning account of Tania Head, a 9/11 survivor who wasn't actually there.
Supposedly injured when one of the planes struck the 78th-floor sky lobby of the South
Tower, Head not only survived this near-death experience but claimed she also bore the
tragedy of losing her new husband in the collapse of the North Tower. She rose to acclaim
in the years after 9/11 by starting the World Trade Center Survivors' Network, where guilt
-laden men and women could openly voice their distress about the events of that day.
However, as the narrative progresses, readers begin to see small discrepancies in Head's
story, along with her terrible mood swings and violent physical reactions to reliving that
fateful day. Under extreme pressure to conduct an interview with the New York Times,
Head broke down, and her elaborate tale fully emerged. She soon disappeared. Members
of the Survivors' Network were left to wonder why someone would go to such lengths to
gain notoriety, especially when it involved so many who had survived real damage on that
day.

My Extraordinary Ordinary Life by Sissy Spacek [B SPACEK]
With a keen sense of humor and a big-hearted voice, Sissy Spacek describes her early life, how she
arrived in New York City one star-struck summer as a seventeen-year-old carrying a suitcase and two
guitars; and how she built a career that has spanned four decades with films such as Carrie, Coal
Miner’s Daughter, 3 Women, and The Help. She details working with some of the great directors of
our time, including Terrence Malick, Robert Altman, David Lynch, and Brian De Palma—who
thought of her as a no-talent set decorator until he cast her as the lead in Carrie. She also reveals why,
at the height of her fame, she and her family moved away from Los Angeles to a farm in rural Virginia.

Best Picks by Gus Isaksson

Picks by Brian Bonelli
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Me and Earl and the Dying Girl by Jesse Andrews
[YA Andre]
Seventeen-year-old Greg has managed to become part of every social group at his Pittsburgh high school without having any friends, but his life changes when his mother forces him to befriend Rachel, a girl he once knew in Hebrew school who has leukemia.
The Drowned Cities by Paolo Bacigalupi
[YA SF Bacig]
In a dark future America where violence, terror, and grief touch everything, teenage
refugees Mahlia and Mouse have managed to leave behind the war-torn lands of the
Drowned Cities by escaping into the jungle outskirts. But when they discover a wounded
half-man, a bio-engineered war beast named Tool -- who is being hunted by a vengeful
band of soldiers, their fragile existence quickly collapses.
The Diviners by Libba Bray
[YA Fantasy Bray]
Seventeen-year-old Evie O’Neill is thrilled when she is exiled from small-town Ohio to
New York City in 1926, even when a rash of occult-based murders thrusts Evie and her
uncle, curator of The Museum of American Folklore, Superstition, and the Occult, into
the thick of the investigation.
Dragonswood by Janet Lee Carey
[YA Fantasy Carey]
In A.D. 1192 on Wilde Island, Tess, the daughter of a cruel blacksmith, is accused of
witchcraft and must flee, but when she meets a handsome and enigmatic warden of
Dragonswood who offers her shelter, she does not realize that he too harbors a secret
that may finally bring about peace among the races of dragon, human, and fairy.
BZRK by Michael Grant
[YA SF Grant]
In the near future, the conjoined Armstrong twins, under the guise of the Armstrong
Fancy Gifts Corporation, plot to create their own version of utopia using nanobots, while
a guerilla group known as BZRK develops a DNA-based biot that can stop bots, but at
risk of the host's brain.
Have a Nice Day by Julie Halpern
[YA Halpe]
When Anna returns from a three-week stay in a mental hospital she struggles to resume a
normal life in the face of her parents' arguments and peers who are afraid to ask her what
happened.
Chomp by Carl Hiaasen
[YA Hiaas]
When the difficult star of the reality television show "Expedition Survival" disappears
while filming an episode in the Florida Everglades using animals from the wildlife refuge run by Wahoo Crane's family, Wahoo and classmate Tuna Gordon set out to find
him while avoiding Tuna's gun-happy father.

Boxers by Gene Luen Yang
[YA COMIC BOXER]
In 1898 China, Little Bao has had enough of foreign missionaries and soldiers robbing peasants,
and he recruits an army of Boxers to fight to free China from its oppressors.
YA COMIC BOXER
Ann Gomez
The Flame Alphabet by Ben Marcus
[EI- Fic Marcu]
Marcus delivers a work of heartbreak and horror, a novel about how far we will go, and the sorrows
we will endure, in order to protect our families. The Flame Alphabet invites the question: What is
left of civilization when we lose the ability to communicate with those we love? Both morally engaged and wickedly entertaining, a gripping page-turner as strange as it is moving, this intellectual
horror story ensures Ben Marcus’s position in the first rank of American novelists.
Tara King
Mike Wallace: A Life by Peter Rader
[B WALLACE z RAD]
In his four decades as the front man for 60 Minutes, the most successful show in television history,
Mike Wallace earned the distinction of being aggressive, self-assured, and unflinching in his riveting exposés of injustice and corruption. Behind this intimidating facade, however, Wallace was
profoundly depressed and haunted by demons that nearly drove him to suicide. Despite reaching the
pinnacle of his profession, Wallace harbored deep insecurities about his credentials as a journalist.
This book tells the story of a courageous man who triumphed over personal adversity and redefined
the landscape of television news.
Brian Bonelli
Splendors and Glooms by Laura Amy Schlitz [J FAN SCH]
Clara Wintermute is spellbound by the puppeteer Grisini’s act and invites him to entertain at her
birthday party. When Clara vanishes the night of her party, suspicion of kidnapping falls upon the
puppeteer and his two assistants, Lizzie and Parsefall. As they seek to puzzle out Clara’s whereabouts, Lizzie and Parse uncover Grisini’s criminal past and wake up to his evil intentions. Fleeing
London, they find themselves caught in a trap set by Grisini’s ancient rival, a witch with a deadly
inheritance to shed before it’s too late.
Robyne Pinkerton
Fever by Mary Beth Keane (2013)
[KEANE]
On the eve of the twentieth century, Mary Mallon emigrated from Ireland at age fifteen to make her
way in New York City. Brave, headstrong, and dreaming of being a cook, she fought to climb up
from the lowest rung of the domestic-service ladder. Canny and enterprising, she worked her way to
the kitchen, and discovered in herself the true talent of a chef. Sought after by New York aristocracy, and with an independence rare for a woman of the time, she seemed to have achieved the life
she'd aimed for when she arrived in Castle Garden. Then one determined "medical engineer" noticed that she left a trail of disease wherever she cooked and identified her as an "asymptomatic
carrier" of Typhoid Fever. With this seemingly preposterous theory, he made Mallon a hunted
woman. This fictionalized account of the life of Typhoid Mary is a memorable and emotional human story.

Enchanted by Alethea Kontis
[YA Fantasy Konti]
Sunday is the unhappy youngest sibling to sisters named for the other six days of the
week. Her only comfort is writing stories that often come true. After she meets
an enchanted frog, the two become friends. Soon that friendship deepens and one night
she kisses her frog goodbye, not realizing that her love transformed him back into Rumbold, the crown prince of Arilland, a man her family despises. The prince returns to his
castle, intent on making Sunday fall in love with the man he is, not the frog he was. But
Sunday is not so easy to woo.
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The Art Forger by Barbara A. Shapiro
[SHAPI]
I read this book before there was a break in the case in the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum
Heist in March of this year. Having the FBI discover who stole the paintings and a $5 million
dollar award being offered for their whereabouts makes it even a bit more interesting. It all began
on March 18, 1990 when thirteen works of art were stolen from the Isabella Stewart Gardner
Museum in Boston. In this book Claire Roth, a struggling young artist, gets caught up in secret
revelations about the paintings that were stolen. As the plot unwinds through flashbacks and current events, the reader gets an inside view of how much power is held by prominent art dealers
and museum curators, and how careers can be made or broken because of one painting or incident. If you enjoy the world of art, you won’t be able to resist this fast paced novel.
Jo-Ann Carhart
Real Simple Dinner Tonight-Done! : 189 Quick and Delicious Recipes [641.555 REA]
So, what's for dinner? Fortunately, you now have an answer to this question-189 easy and delicious answers, as a matter of fact. From the editors of Real Simple magazine comes this beautiful,
comprehensive book designed to help the busy modern cook. The recipes-many of which are
ready in less than 30 minutes-feature accessible ingredients, streamlined techniques, and smart
tips, tricks, and substitutions. Which means the only remaining question is: Who's on cleanup
duty?
Lorraine Simonds
Code Name Verity by Elizabeth Wein
[YA Historical Wein]
In 1943, a British fighter plane crashes in Nazi-occupied France and the survivor tells a tale of
friendship, war, espionage and great courage as she relates what she must do to survive while
keeping secret all that she can.
Kassia Worst
American Rust by Phillip Meyer
[MEY]
Set in an economically devastated Pennsylvania steel town, American Rust is a novel of the lost
American dream and the desperation - as well as the acts of friendship, loyalty, and love - that
arises from its loss. From local bars to trainyards to prison, it is the story of two young men,
bound to the town by family, responsibility, inertia, and the beauty around them, who dream of a
future beyond the factories and abandoned homes
Gus Isaksson
The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry by Rachel Joyce [JOYCE]
This is the story of recently-retired Harold Fry, who sets out one morning to post a letter to a
dying friend. Quite unexpectedly, in a moment of impulse, Fry finds himself at the start of a journey which will lead him to walk hundreds of miles from home, en route making chance encounters and reflecting on tragic events from his past which transform his life and in turn alter the
lives of the people he meets.
Deborah El-Warari

Every Day by David Levithan
[YA Levit]
Every morning A wakes in a different person's body, in a different person's life,
learning over the years to never get too attached, until he wakes up in the body of
Justin and falls in love with Justin's girlfriend, Rhiannon.
Son by Lois Lowry [YA SF Lowry]
Unlike the other Birthmothers in her utopian community, teenaged Claire forms an
attachment to her baby, feeling a great loss when he is taken to the Nurturing Center to be adopted by a family unit.
I Hunt Killers by Barry Lyga
[YA Lyga]
Seventeen-year-old Jazz learned all about being a serial killer from his notorious
"Dear Old Dad." Believing he has a conscience that will help fight his own urges
and right some of his father's wrongs, he secretly helps the police apprehend the
town's newest murderer, "The Impressionist." In doing so, he discovers that he may
have more in common with his father than he thought.
Dodger by Terry Pratchett [YA Historical Pratc]
In an alternative version of Victorian London, seventeen-year-old Dodger, a street
urchin, rises in life when he saves a mysterious girl, meets Charles Dickens, and
unintentionally puts a stop to the murders of Sweeny Todd.
Boy 21 by Matthew Quick [YA Quick]
Finley, an unnaturally quiet boy who is the only white player on his high school's
varsity basketball team, lives in a dismal Pennsylvania town that is ruled by the
Irish mob, and when his coach asks him to mentor a troubled African American
student who has transferred there from an elite private school in California, he
finds that they have a lot in common in spite of their apparent differences.
The Raven Boys by Maggie Stiefvater [YA Fantasy Stief]
Every year, Blue Sargent stands next to her clairvoyant mother as the soon-to-be
dead walk past. Blue herself never sees them -- not until this year, when a boy
emerges from the dark and speaks directly to her. His name is Gansey, and he's a
rich student at Aglionby, the local private school. Blue has a policy of staying
away from Aglionby boys. Known as Raven Boys, they can only mean trouble.
But Blue is drawn to Gansey, in a way she can't entirely explain.
Irises by Francisco Stork
[YA Stork]
Kate, eighteen, and Mary, sixteen, must make some adult decisions about the
course their lives should take when their loving but old-fashioned father dies suddenly, leaving them with their mother, who has been in a persistent vegetative state
since an accident four years earlier.
Waiting by Carol Lynch Williams
[YA Will]
As the tragic death of her older brother devastates the family, teenaged London
struggles to find redemption and finds herself torn between her brother's best friend
and a handsome new boy in town.

Best picks by Kassia Worst
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The Meanest Birthday Girl by Josh Schneider
It’s Dana’s birthday, so she can do what she likes. And what Dana likes to do is pinch.
And call people names. And steal her classmates’ desserts. You probably know a kid
like Dana. What can stop her from being so mean? In this story, it’s not what you
might expect. Because sometimes, it takes a little creativity (and possibly a very
large pet) to change a mean kid’s ways. E 428 SCH

The Hydrogen Sonata by Iain M. Banks
After a quarter of a century, Iain M. Banks Culture series is going strong. The latest novel
in the series, The Hydrogen Sonata follows a race on the brink of transcendence to another
plane of existence, with all of the complicated political ramifications and exploration of
existence beyond the material world.
The Long Earth by Terry Pratchett and Stephen Baxter
Two great authors have come together for The Long Earth, Terry Pratchett and Stephen
Baxter. Jumping from alternate Earth to Earth in an exploration of society freed from the
constraints of resources, on the distant horizon, parallel universes away, danger lurks and
grows.
2312 by Kim Stanley Robinson
The undisputed master of inter-solar system space opera is back with an ambitious novel
that spans the length of the solar system. In 2312, a violent attack on a mobile city on Mercury sets two unlikely characters across the planets to uncover an ambitious plot that
threatens their existence.
The Ocean at the End of the Lane by Neil Gaiman
In Gaiman’s latest romp through otherworldly adventure, a young boy discovers a neighboring family’s supernatural secret. Soon his innocence is tested by ancient, magical forces, and he learns the power of true friendship. The result is a captivating read, equal parts
sweet, sad, and spooky
The Shining Girls by Lauren Beukes
Starting out in 1930s Chicago, the book centers on a serial killer who discovers that he can
travel through time. His mission, he decides, is to stalk and kill the "shining girls" —
young women who are poised to make a difference in the world with their art, activism or
scientific discoveries. Everything is going according to his grisly plan until one girl, a punk
-loving journalist in the 1990s, survives, and she'll rip the timestream apart to find her
would-be killer. Beukes manages to tell a humanizing tale of murder and unlock a secret
history of powerful women whose lives were erased by violence.
Love Minus Eighty by Will McIntosh
This novel is set in a near-future world where the rich wear full-body computers and are
constantly surrounded by virtual "followers" who hang onto their every conversation —
while also rating them for hotness and intrigue. While an online dating coach yearns tragically for her colleague in a series of funny, light scenes, a more sinister story unfolds
alongside. A cryogenics company creates a "bridesicle" program, where women who die
young and beautiful are frozen until they can ensnare a man willing to marry them and pay
for their revival and medical repairs. The bridesicles are revived for brief "dates" with
these suitors and then stashed in deep freeze again. This is a novel where love, money and
power are nakedly intertwined and set against a buzz of constant online gossip
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The No Dogs Allowed Rule by Kashmira Sheth
Third-grader Ishan Mehra wants his family to get a dog, but his efforts to convince
his parents often get him into trouble. J SHE
Kel Gilligan's Daredevil Stunt Show by Michael Buckley
Join Kel Gilligan, "The Boy without Fear," as he performs many dangerous feats, including eating broccoli, taking a bath, and facing the potty of doom. E BUC
Bomb: The Race to Build-and Steal-the World's Most Dangerous Weapon
by Steve Sheinkin (2013 Newbery Honor Book, 2013 Sibert Medal Winner)
In December of 1938, a chemist in a German laboratory made a shocking discovery:
When placed next to radioactive material, a Uranium atom will split in two. That simple discovery launched a scientific race that spanned 3 continents. This is the story
of the plotting, the risk-taking, the deceit, and genius that created the world's most
formidable weapon. This is the story of the atomic bomb. J 623.4 SHE
One Cool Friend by Toni Buzzeo (2013 Caldecott Honor Book)
On a visit to the aquarium, Elliot discovers his dream pet: a penguin. It's just proper
enough for a straight-laced boy like him. And when he asks his father if he may have
one (please and thank you), his father says yes. Elliot should have realized that Dad
probably thought he meant a stuffed penguin and not a real one… E BUZ
The Secret of the Stone Frog by David Nytra
When Leah and Alan awaken in an enchanted forest, they have only each other and
their wits to guide them. In a world of pet bees and giant rabbits, they befriend foppish lions and stone frogs, learning to confront danger as they find both their own
independence and the way home. J GRAPHIC NYT
Creepy Carrots! by Aaron Reynolds (2013 Caldecott Honor Book)
The carrots that grow in Crackenhopper Field are the fattest and crispiest around
and Jasper Rabbit cannot resist pulling some to eat each time he passes by, until he
begins hearing and seeing creepy carrots wherever he goes. E REY
Lincoln's Grave Robbers by Steve Sheinkin
A dramatic account of the 1875 attempt to steal the 16th president's body describes how a counterfeiting ring plotted to ransom Lincoln's body to secure the release of their imprisoned ringleader and how a fledgling Secret Service and an undercover agent conducted a daring election-night sting operation. J 973.7092 SHE
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Bedtime is Canceled by Cece Meng
Maggie and her brother write a note to get out of their bedtime. But when the note
ends up on the desk of a newspaper reporter, they get much more than they wished.
E MEN
Hokey Pokey by Jerry Spinelli
Welcome to Hokey Pokey, a place and a time, when childhood is at its best. There are no
adults in Hokey Pokey, just kids, and the laws governing Hokey Pokey are simple and
finite. But when one of the biggest kids, Jack, has his beloved bike stolen-and by a girl,
no less, his entire world, and the world of Hokey Pokey, turns to chaos. Without his
bike, Jack feels like everything has started to go wrong. He feels different, not like
himself, and he knows something is about to change. And even more troubling he alone
hears a faint train whistle. But that's impossible: every kid knows there no trains in
Hokey Pokey, only tracks. J FAN SPI
Hoop Genius by John Coy
Discover the true story of how James Naismith invented basketball in 1891 at a school
in Springfield, Massachusetts. E 796.323 COY
Colorful Dreamer: the story of artist Henri Matisse by Marjorie Blain Parker
There was once a boy named Henri, whose dreams were full of color even though his
hometown was dreary and gray. His parents expected him to learn a trade when he grew
up, but being a law clerk bored him, and he continued to dream of a colorful, exciting
life, and of being noticed. Then Henri started painting and dreaming and working at his
craft until he'd become one of the most admired and famous artists in the world.
E B MATISSE
Better Nate than Ever by Tim Federle
Nate Foster has big dreams. His whole life, he’s wanted to star in a Broadway show. But
how is Nate supposed to make his dreams come true when he’s stuck in Jankburg, PA,
where no one (except his best pal Libby) appreciates a good show tune? With Libby’s
help, Nate plans a daring overnight escape to New York. There’s an open casting call for
E.T. The Musical, and Nate knows this could be the difference between small-town
blues and big-time stardom. J FED
One Times Square: a century of change at the crossroads of the world by Joe
McKendry
An illustrated look at the history of Times Square and the iconic building that gave it
its name, from the space's origins as part of a farm next to a dirt path that would become Broadway, to the renowned intersection of today. J 917.47 MCK
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We Are All Completely Beside Ourselves by Karen Joy Fowler
This new novel, an emotionally intense meditation on how science transforms human
life, is one of her strongest works yet. Fowler unspools the story of Rosemary, a woman coming to terms with her deeply troubled relationship with her twin sister. Their
father, a psychologist, decided to see what would happen if he raised his daughter with
a baby chimp. Would the chimp learn to be human? Instead, Rosemary learns to be a
"monkey girl" and never quite feels at home in human company. And Fern, the chimp,
suffers a much more disturbing fate. This is a story about the harm families do to their
most vulnerable members, but Fowler's genius here is in expanding the definition of
"family" to include Homo sapiens and their sister primates. Smart, witty and incredibly
moving, this novel will forever change the way you look at your fellow apes.
Intrusion by Ken MacLeod
MacLeod's latest sly political fable took the UK by storm with its story of an authoritarian health care system that pushes every woman to take "the fix," a pill that repairs
all "genetic mutations" in her unborn children. Of course, it may be repairing beneficial
mutations too. When a young couple refuses to take the fix, they learn how terrifying it
is to defy the state — and in the process, they discover a strange genetic abnormality
inherited from people who hail from the Scottish Isles.
Alif the Unseen by G. Willow Wilson
Alif is a hacker in a near-future Middle Eastern city that looks and sounds very much
like Cairo — a city where G. Willow Wilson has lived for much of the past decade.
There, Alif works as a hacker for hire, helping pornographers and subversive bloggers
alike maintain their anonymity in a world of futuristic cyber-surveillance and closed
regimes locked in ancient political struggles. While dodging the authorities, Alif comes
across a book that could be a magical text of great power, or could be the key to building a quantum computer. Either way, the government wants it. After he's detained and
tortured by state police, Alif escapes — only to be trapped in the world of the magical
djinn. It turns out that the spirit world has Wi-Fi, and some of the local demons need
tech support for their computers. Trapped between two authoritarian regimes — one in
the spirit world and one in his home city — Alif must cook up his greatest hack yet.
Wilson's work blends magic realism and cyberpunk to explore a region of the world
that is far more diverse and complex than any nonfiction book about "the clash of civilizations" could ever admit.
After the Apocalypse by Maureen F. McHugh
This collection of short stories by Hugo Award-winning author Maureen McHugh is
also about humanity in these near-future stories imagining a future where the U.S.
economy has tanked and dirty bombs are a regular feature of the urban landscape. As
the world careens dangerously close to complete ruin, McHugh trains her eye on psychological catastrophes far more devastating than any prion disease pandemic. Her
careful, small character studies take place against the dramatic backdrop of mutating
national borders, and the rapid decay of American democracy into totalitarianism — or
Chinese communism into crazy entrepreneurialism. Disturbing but mesmerizing, the
stories in After the Apocalypse will creep into your unconscious and haunt you for
weeks.
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Above All Things by Tanis Rideout- [RIDEO] - In 1924 George Mallory departs on
his third expedition to reach the summit of Mount Everest. Left behind in Cambridge,
George’s young wife, Ruth, along with the rest of a war-ravaged England, anticipates
news they hope will reclaim some of the empire’s faded glory. Through alternating
narratives, what emerges is a beautifully rendered story of love torn apart by obsession
and the need for redemption.
Black Venus: a novel by James MacManus- [MACMA] - A vivid novel of Charles
Baudelaire and his lover Jeanne Duval, the Haitian cabaret singer who inspired his
most famous and controversial poems, set in nineteenth-century Paris. For readers who
have been drawn to The Paris Wife, Black Venus captures the artistic scene in the
great French city decades earlier, when the likes of Dumas and Balzac argued
literature in the cafes of the Left Bank. James MacManus's Black Venus re-creates the
classic Parisian literary world in vivid detail, complete with not just an affecting
portrait of the famous poet but also his often misunderstood, much-maligned muse.
Calling Me Home by Julie Kibler- [KIBLE] - Calling Me Home by Julie Kibler is a
soaring debut interweaving the story of a heartbreaking, forbidden love in 1930s
Kentucky with an unlikely modern-day friendship. Eighty-nine-year-old Isabelle
McAllister has a favor to ask her hairdresser Dorrie Curtis. It's a big one. Isabelle
wants Dorrie, a black single mom in her thirties, to drop everything to drive her from
her home in Arlington, Texas, to a funeral in Cincinnati. Dorrie, fleeing problems of
her own and curious whether she can unlock the secrets of Isabelle's guarded past,
scarcely hesitates before agreeing, not knowing it will be a journey that changes both
their lives.
Falling to Earth by Kate Southwood- [SOUTH]- A tale inspired by the historic TriState tornado of 1925 follows the experiences of businessman Paul Graves and his
family, who throughout a year after the storm watch their community struggle to
rebuild and who miscalculate growing resentment about the twist of fate that left their
home and business untouched.

The One: the life and music of James Brown By R.J. Smith B BROWN z SMI
The one: the life and music of James Brown is a tribute to the life and achievements of
the “Godfather of Soul.” The One delves deeply into the story of a man who was raised
in abject-almost medieval-poverty in the segregated South but grew up to earn (and
lose) several fortunes. Covering everything from Brown's unconventional childhood to
his role in the Black Power movement, to his high-profile friendships, to his complicated family life, Smith's meticulous research and sparkling prose blend biography with a
cultural history of a pivotal era.
Outlaw: Waylon, Willie, Kris, and the Renegades of Nashville
By Michael Streissguth
781.642 STR
Outlaw follows the stories of three legends as they redefined country music: Waylon
Jennings, Willie Nelson, and Kris Kristofferson. Streissguth delves into the country
music scene in the late '60s, when these rebels found themselves writing songs and vying for record deals. Channeling the unrest of the times, they resisted the music industry’s unwritten rules and emerged as leaders of the outlaw movement that ultimately
changed the recording industry.
Unknown Pleasures: inside Joy Division By Peter Hook
782.4216 HOO
In Unknown Pleasures: Inside Joy Division, Peter Hook takes readers backstage with
the group that helped define the sound of a generation and influenced artists such as U2,
Radiohead, and the Red Hot Chili Peppers. Told with surprising humor and vivid detail, Unknown Pleasures is the book Joy Division fans have been waiting for.
The Wrecking Crew: the inside story of rock and roll's best-kept secret
By Kent Hartman
781.66092 HAR
If you were a fan of popular music in the 1960s and early ’70s, you were a fan of the
Wrecking Crew—whether you knew it or not. On hit record after hit record this collection of West Coast studio musicians from diverse backgrounds established themselves
as the driving sound of pop music. Industry insider Kent Hartman tells the dramatic,
definitive story of the musicians who forged a reputation throughout the business as the
secret weapons behind the top recording stars.

House of Earth : a novel by Woody Guthrie - [GUTHR]- Tike and Ella May Hamlin
struggle to plant roots in the arid land of the Texas Panhandle. The husband and wife
live in a precarious wooden farm shack, but Tike yearns for a sturdy house that will
protect them from the treacherous elements. Thanks to a five-cent government
pamphlet, Tike has the know-how to build a simple adobe dwelling, a structure made
from the land itself-fireproof, windproof, Dust Bowl-proof. Though they are one with
the farm and with each other, the land on which Tike and Ella May live and work is
not theirs. Due to larger forces beyond their control-including ranching conglomerates
and banks-their adobe house remains painfully out of reach.
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Cyndi Lauper: a memoir By Cyndi Lauper with Jancee Dunn
782.42166 LAU
Legendary and iconic singer-songwriter Cyndi Lauper offers a poignant account of the journey that led her to become an international superstar maintaining a music career that has
lasted more than thirty years. With her trademark warmth and humor, Cyndi fearlessly
writes of a life she’s lived only on her own terms.
The Dozens: a history of rap's mama By Elijah Wald
782.421649 WAL
Elijah Wald turns his attention to the tradition of African American street rhyming and verbal combat that ruled urban neighborhoods long before rap: the viciously funny, outrageously inventive insult game called "the dozens." In tracing the form and its variations
over more than a century of African American culture and music, The Dozens sheds fascinating new light on schoolyard games and rural work songs, serious literature and nightclub
comedy, and pop hits from ragtime to rap.
Hitmaker: the man and his music By Tommy Mottola with Cal Fussman
781.64092 MOT
Much has been written about Tommy Mottola, one of the most powerful, visionary, and
successful executives in the history of the music industry. This is his story--a story of the
modern music industry, from Elvis to the iPod--through the eyes of the man who made
much of it happen. Hitmaker will take you inside this world of power, money, and fame as
he recounts the fascinating dealings with countless icons, and what it was like to be at the
top when the business suddenly changed.
How Music Works By David Byrne
780.9 BYR
How Music Works is David Byrne’s remarkable and buoyant celebration of a subject he has
spent a lifetime thinking about. Touching on the joy, the physics, and even the business of
making music, How Music Works is a brainy, irresistible adventure and an impassioned
argument about music’s liberating, life-affirming power.
I'm Your Man: the life of Leonard Cohen By Sylvie Simmons
B COHEN z SIM
In this vibrant and enthusiastic chronicle of Leonard Cohen's life, Simmons draws extensively on interviews with Cohen's friends and associates, as well as on his private archives,
his unpublished writings, and his published stories and poetry. Carefully weaving the
threads of all of Cohen’s songs and albums through the patterns of his life, Simmons explores the themes that regularly mark Cohen's work: desire, regret, suffering, love, and
hope.

I'll be Seeing You by Suzanne Hayes – [HAYES] - “I hope this letter gets to you
quickly. We are always waiting, aren't we? Perhaps the greatest gift this war has
given us is the anticipation?" It's January 1943 when Rita Vincenzo receives her
first letter from Glory Whitehall. Glory is an effervescent young mother, impulsive
and free as a bird. Rita is a sensible professor's wife with a love of gardening and a
generous, old soul. Glory comes from New England society; Rita lives in Iowa,
trying to make ends meet. They have nothing in common except one powerful bond:
the men they love are fighting in a war a world away from home.
The Last Runaway by Tracy Chevalier- [CHEVA] - Forced to leave England and
struggling with illness in the wake of a family tragedy, Quaker Honor Bright is
forced to rely on strangers in the harsh landscape of 1850 Ohio and is compelled to
join the Underground Railroad network to help runaway slaves escape to freedom.
By the best-selling author of Girl with a Pearl Earring.
The Liars' Gospel: a novel by Naomi Alderman- [ALDER] - An award-winning
author describes the life of Jesus Christ as told by the four people who were closest
to him before his death: his mother, his friend Lehuda, the High Priest of the Temple
and a rebel named Bar-Avo.
A Man Without Breath : a Bernie Gunther novel by Philip Kerr- [MYS KERR]
Working in the Wehrmacht's War Crime Bureau of 1943 at the behest of an old
friend, sardonic Berlin cop Bernie Gunther struggles to find proof of Russian
responsibility for a mass shooting of Polish army officers in the hopes of
destabilizing the Western Alliance. By the author of the Edgar Award-nominated
Field Gray.
Manuscript found in Accra by Paul Coelho- [COELH]-The latest novel from #1
internationally best-selling author Paulo Coelho is a classic of inspiration and
reflection, a meditation on life, love, and the significance of change. A novel of
philosophical reflection set in Jerusalem during the time of the Crusades. Here a
community of Christians, Arabs, and Jews who have long lived together
harmoniously have been warned of an imminent attack and certain destruction.
Contemplating their demise, the community assembles to seek the wise counsel of a
Greek Copt, who imparts comforting and guiding wisdom on the enduring attributes
of human character. The novel unfolds as a sequence of parables on love, faith, sex,
friendship, beauty, bravery, loyalty, and success.
Best picks by Erin Walsh

Music, Sound, and Technology in America: a documentary history of early phonograph,
cinema, and radio Edited by Timothy D. Taylor, Mark Katz, and Tony Grajeda
781.49 MUS
This unique anthology chronicles the development of the phonograph, film sound, and the
radio. Through readings from advertisements, newspaper and magazine articles, and popular fiction one gains an understanding of how early 20th century Americans changed from
music makers into consumers.
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Inferno by Dan Brown
In the heart of Italy, Harvard professor of symbology, Robert Langdon is drawn into a
harrowing world centered on one of history's most enduring and mysterious literary masterpieces: Dante's Inferno. Against this backdrop, Langdon battles a chilling adversary
and grapples with an ingenious riddle that pulls him into a landscape of classic art, secret
passageways, and futuristic science.
Defending Jacob by William Landay
Andy Barber has been an assistant district attorney in his suburban Massachusetts county
for more than twenty years. He is respected in his community, tenacious in the courtroom, and happy at home with his wife, Laurie, and son, Jacob. But when a shocking
crime shatters their New England town, Andy is blindsided by what happens next: his
fourteen-year-old son is charged with the murder of a fellow student.
The Hit by David Baldacci
Skilled assassin Will Robie is asked by the U.S. government to track down fellow assassin Jessica Reel, who has gone rogue, but during his pursuit of Reel, Robie realizes that
her betrayal may be concealing a larger threat that could impact the whole world.
12th of Never by James Patterson
A week after giving birth, Lindsay Boxer is investigating two cases: a grisly murder
where the main suspect is an NFL player and an eccentric professor who thinks his
dreams of a murder are real, in this new addition to the best-selling series, The Women’s
Murder Club.
Bad Monkey by Carl Hiaasen
Andrew Yancy, late of the Miami Police, soon-to-be-late of the Key West Police, has a
human arm in his freezer. There is a logical explanation for that, but not for how and why
it parted from its owner. Yancy thinks the boating-accident/shark-luncheon explanation is
full of holes, and if he can prove murder, his commander might relieve him of Health
Inspector duties, aka Roach Patrol. But first Yancy will negotiate an ever-surprising
course of events, from the Keys to Miami to a Bahamian out island, with a crew of equally ever-surprising characters, including: the twitchy widow of the frozen arm; an avariciously idiotic real estate developer; a voodoo witch whose lovers are blinded-unto-death
by her particularly peculiar charms; Yancy's new love, a kinky medical examiner; and the
eponymous Bad Monkey

The Unchangeable Spots of Leopards by Kristopher Jansma
"Can a leopard ever really change his spots? Can a person ever change? These are the
timeless questions that Kristopher Jansma asks in this novel about three great friends-two men and one woman--their triumphs and failures in life and love and their globespanning adventures. As much a story about a young man and his friends trying to find
their way in the world as a whipsmart exploration of the nature of truth and storytelling
Middle C by William H. Gass
It begins in Graz, Austria, 1938. Joseph Skizzen's father, pretending to be Jewish,
leaves his country for England with his wife and two children to avoid any connection
with the Nazis, who he foresees will soon take over his homeland. In London with his
family for the duration of the war, he disappears under mysterious circumstances and
relocates the family to Ohio.
The Woman Upstairs by Claire Messud
Relegated to the status of schoolteacher and friendly neighbor after abandoning her
dreams of becoming an artist, Nora advocates on behalf of a charismatic Lebanese
student and is drawn into the child's family until his artist mother's careless ambition
leads to a shattering betrayal.
Revenge by Yoko Ogawa
Sinister forces collide---and unite a host of desperate characters---in this eerie cycle of
interwoven tales from Yoko Ogawa, the critically acclaimed author of The Housekeeper and the Professor.
The Fall of Arthur by J.R.R. Tolkien
The first publication of a previously unknown narrative poem by J.R.R. Tolkien, which
tells the extraordinary story of the final days of England's legendary hero, King Arthur.

Best picks by Deborah El-Warari

The Heist by Janet Evanovich
Just when it seems that international crook Nicolas Fox has been captured for good, he
pulls off his greatest con of all: he convinces the FBI to offer him a job, working side by
side with Special Agent Kate O'Hare. Problem is, teaming up to stop a corrupt investment
banker who's hiding on a private island in Indonesia is going to test O'Hare's patience and
Fox's skill -- if the two don't kill each other first.

14
19

And the Mountains Echoed by Khaled Hosseini
Khaled Hosseini’s And the Mountains Echoed begins simply enough, with a father recounting a folktale to his two young children. The tale is about a young boy who is taken
by a div (a sort of ogre), and how that fate might not be as terrible as it first seems—a
brilliant device that firmly sets the tone for the rest of this sweeping, heartbreaking, and
ultimately uplifting novel. A day after he tells the tale of the div, the father gives away
his own daughter to a wealthy man in Kabul.
Life After Life by Kate Atkinson
Follows the experiences of a woman, who after being born on a snowy night in 1910,
repeatedly dies and reincarnates into the same life to correct missteps and ultimately save
the world.
The Burgess Boys by Elizabeth Strout
Catalyzed by a nephew's thoughtless prank, a pair of brothers confront painful psychological issues surrounding the freak accident that killed their father when they were boys,
a loss linked to a heartbreaking deception that shaped their personal and professional
lives.
Tenth of December by George Saunders
A collection of stories includes "Home," a wryly whimsical account of a soldier's return
from war; "Victory Lap," a tale about an inventive abduction attempt; and the title story,
in which a suicidal cancer patient saves the life of a young misfit.
The Interestings by Meg Wolitzer
The summer that Nixon resigns, six teenagers at a summer camp for the arts become
inseparable. Decades later the bond remains powerful, but so much else has changed. In
The Interestings, Wolitzer follows these characters from the height of youth through
middle age, as their talents, fortunes, and degrees of satisfaction diverge.

Wanted Man by Lee Child
Four people in a car, hope to make Chicago by morning. One man driving, eyes on
the road. Another man next to him, telling stories that don't add up. A woman in the
back, silent and worried. And next to her, a huge man with a broken nose, hitching a
ride east to Virginia. An hour behind them, a man lies stabbed to death in an old
pumping station. He was seen going in with two others, but he never came out. He
has been executed, the knife work professional, the killers vanished. Within
minutes, the police are notified. Within hours, the FBI descends, laying claim to the
victim without ever saying who he was or why he was there. All Reacher wanted
was a ride to Virginia. All he did was stick out his thumb, but he soon discovers he
has hitched more than a ride. He has tied himself to a massive conspiracy that
makes him a threat--to both sides at once.
The King’s Deception by Steve Berry
When escalating political tensions between the United States and England put his
son, Gary, in the hands of a man with a shadowy and intensely personal agenda,
Cotton Malone finds himself confronting a baffling historical mystery that questions
the legitimacy of Elizabeth I.
W Is For Wasted by Sue Grafton September 2013
The first was a local PI of suspect reputation. He’d been gunned down near the
beach at Santa Teresa. It looked like a robbery gone bad. The other was on the
beach six weeks later. He’d been sleeping rough. Probably homeless. No identification. A slip of paper with Millhone’s name and number was in his pants pocket. The
coroner asked her to come to the morgue to see if she could ID him. Two seemingly unrelated deaths, one a murder, the other apparently of natural causes. W is for . .
. wanderer . . . worthless . . . wronged . . . W is for wasted.
Gone by James Patterson & Michael Ledwidge September 2013
Detective Bennett, along with his ten adopted children, their nanny, and his grandfather, are hidden safely on a rural California farm, with guards courtesy of the FBI's
witness protection program. Perrine begins to embark on an escalating series of
assassinations across the country, killings whose brazenness and audacity bring into
question the possibility of safety and law in the US. The FBI has no choice but to
ask Detective Bennett to risk it all in Perrine's war on America.

Benediction by Kent Haruf
A terminally ill cancer patient is attended throughout his final days by his wife and
daughter while the trio contemplates their relationships with an estranged son, a situation
that stirs up painful memories for a new next-door neighbor who has recently lost her
mother.
Vampires in the Lemon Grove: Stories by Karen Russell
A collection of stories features a pair of centuries-old vampires whose relationship is
tested by a sudden fear of flying, a dejected teen who communicates with the universe,
and a massage therapist who heals a tattooed veteran by manipulating the images on his
body.

18

Best picks by Marie Accardi

15

Barefoot Contessa Foolproof : Recipes You Can Trust by Ina Garten
For Ina, “foolproof” means more than just making one dish successfully; it’s also about
planning a menu, including coordinating everything so it all gets to the table at the same
time. In Barefoot Contessa Foolproof, Ina shows you how to make a game plan so everything is served hot while you keep your cool. There are notes throughout detailing where
a recipe can go wrong to keep you on track, plus tips for making recipes in advance. With
150 gorgeous color photographs and Ina’s invaluable tips, Barefoot Contessa Foolproof
is a stunning yet infinitely practical cookbook that home cooks will turn to again and
again
The Great Meat Cookbook : Everything You Need to Know to Buy and Cook Today's
Meat by Bruce Aidells with Anne-Marie Ramo
In the last decade since the publication of Bruce Aidells's hugely successful The Complete Meat Cookbook the world of meat cookery has changed radically. With the rise of
small farmers and the Internet, a more diverse supply is available. Whether the
cook shops at the local farmers' market or the supermarket, The Great Meat Cookbook is
the definitive guide to the new landscape. In sidebars illustrated with color photographs
of each cut, Aidells shows how to pick the best steaks, chop, roasts, and ribs. With hundreds of recipes, Aidells provides all the information needed for juicy results every time.
The Chew : Food, Life, Fun
This lively companion book not only captures The Chew's trademark wit, fun, practical
advice, and recipes-but highlights the easy ideas that have brought so much to America's
family table. The book offers up 100 mouth-watering recipes, divided into seasons, as
well as nutrition and entertaining tips and behind the scenes dish from the show.
Deliciously G-free : Food so Flavorful They'll Never Believe It's Gluten-free
By Elisabeth Hasselbeck
Getting rid of gluten, however, doesn’t have to mean giving up taste. Deliciously G-Free
combines Hasselbeck’s knowledge for healthy living and passion for tasty food to bring
you 100 delectable, easy-to-make, and family-friendly gluten-free recipes. By adding a
variety of other ingredients to the fridge and pantry, she’s perfected scrumptious zerogluten versions of old standards and new creations.
The Tuscan Sun Cookbook: Recipes From Our Italian Kitchen
By Frances Mayes & Edward Mayes
In all of Frances Mayes’s bestselling memoirs about Tuscany, food plays a starring role.
This cuisine transports, comforts, entices, and speaks to the friendly and genuine spirit of
Tuscan life. Both cooking and eating in Tuscany are natural pleasures. In her first-ever
cookbook, Frances and her husband, Ed, share recipes that they have enjoyed over the
years as honorary Tuscans: dishes prepared in a simple, traditional kitchen using robust,
honest ingredients.
Weeknights with Giada: Quick and Simple Recipes to Revamp Dinner
By Giada De Laurentis
Here is Giada at her most inventive—and at her most laid-back. Flavor, freshness, and
fun take center stage while cooking times, pots dirtied, and stress are kept to a minimum.
With gorgeous color photographs and intimate home snapshots of Giada and her family,
Weeknights with Giada is a welcome handbook of fantastic recipes and surefire Mondayto-Friday strategies for every home cook.
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Nigellissima by Nigella Lawson
Nigellissima, like the Italian cooking from which it takes its inspiration, is a celebration
of food that is fresh, delicious, and unpretentious. Here Nigella Lawson serves up 120
straightforward and mouthwatering recipes that are quick and easy yet elevate weeknight meals into no-fuss feasts.
Salads: Beyond the Bowl: Extraordinary Recipes for Everyday Eating
By Mindy Fox
Fox's book is filled with healthy recipes, yes - but equally exciting is that, throughout
this book, Fox show us just how delicious and show-stopping a well-made salad can be.
Inspired by seasonal offerings, Fox pairs produce of all sorts with grains, beans, legumes, cheeses, fish and meat to create extraordinary salads that serve as starter or main
dishes for everyday eating, whether at brunch, lunch or dinner.
Lidia's Favorite Recipes: 100 Foolproof Italian Dishes, from Basic Sauces to Irresistible Entrees by Lidia Bastianich
Lidia Bastianich—one of the most beloved chefs and authors in America—presents her
most accessible and affordable cookbook to date, a gathering of the recipes that have
become her go-to meals for her very own family. Here, she is giving us the recipes for
dishes that you have raved and written about over and over—the best, the most comforting, and the most delicious dishes in her repertoire
The Smitten Kitchen Cookbook by Deb Perelman
The long-awaited cookbook by Deb Perelman of Smitten Kitchen—home cook, photographer, and celebrated food blogger. And now, with the same warmth, candor, and cando spirit her blog is known for, Deb presents her first cookbook: more than 100 recipes—almost entirely new, plus a few favorites from the site—all gorgeously illustrated
with hundreds of her beautiful color photographs.
Seriously Simple Parties: Recipes, Menus & Advice for Effortless Entertaining
By Diane Rossen Worthington
Using straightforward ingredients, minimized prep time, and streamlined cooking techniques, hosts can serve festive meals with ease. Sample menus—organized seasonally
for a variety of groups and occasions—and mix-and-match recipes for every course
allow cooks of every skill level to make merry year-round. With great advice on everything from stocking a party pantry to setting an elegant table, plus vivid photos that will
entice party planners into the kitchen, this book gives everyone a reason to celebrate.
Ten Dollar Dinners: 140 Recipes & Tips to Elevate Simple, Fresh Meals Any Night
of the Week by Melissa D’Arabian
For home cooks who care about what they feed their families and want to stretch their
dollars, Melissa is the best guide for putting delicious meals on the table. With four
young girls ages six and under, and a hit show on Food Network, Melissa d’Arabian
focuses on savvy budgeting, efficient shopping, and full-flavored cooking. Ten Dollar
Dinners has 140 recipes and more than 100 creative, practical tips money saving tips.
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